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Thank you for purchasing a set of our flush fit door handles for your 82-92 F-body.  These handles were designed to sit inside the recessed pocket 
area with a smaller and smoother profile than the factory handles.  I back these handles with a lifetime warranty.  If a handle ever breaks, I will 
replace it free of charge or refund your purchase. 

The 82-92 F-body factory door handles suffer from a few problems, one being that the handle return tension spring often breaks which gives a 
floppy, rattle prone door handle.  If left in this condition long enough, often paint damage will occur to the door skin. The handles are also 
notorious for coming loose from the door due to stamped steel nuts the factory used to retain them.  Those nuts can only be tightened down a 
limited amount before they will strip the mounting post of the handle.  These new flush fit door handles are CNC machined from 6061 billet 
aluminum for durability and corrosion resistance. 

Additionally, I designed these door handles to eliminate the small return spring that is found in the GM door handles which are prone to breaking.  
By doing this, the handle relies on the much stronger and more robust spring that’s built into the factory door latch mechanism (circled below).  
Note: If this spring is broken in your door latch mechanism, this handle will not function as designed.   

Installation Instructions: 

The first step is to remove the inner door panels in order to gain access to the inside 
of the door.  Please refer to a service manual if you are unfamiliar with this process.  
Once the panels are off, you will need to roll the windows all the way to up to gain 
access in order to remove the factory mounting nuts.  Next, the plastic rod retainer 
needs to be unsnapped from the rod in order to separate the rod from the handle.  
For added convenience, I have included new plastic rod retainers if you manage to 
break or loose the old ones.  

Before installing the new handles, it’s a good idea to put a small amount of anti-seize 
on the mounting bolts.  Because the bolts and retaining nuts are stainless, they 
naturally have the tendency to gall up if tightened too much.  Also, it’s a great time 
to spray lube in the 
lock/latch 
mechanism in the 
door to keep the 
mechanism 
operating 
correctly. 

 

Door Lock/Latch Mechanism 

Door Handle Actuator Rod 

Caution: Do not insert 
actuator rod into this hole. 
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Now, place the handle in the door pocket and then thread the 
flat washer and nut onto the studs from inside the door with one 
hand while holding the handle with the other hand.  Snug up the 
nuts until they are hand tight.  The handle has the ability to float 
around a bit in the holes for adjustment purposes.  Before final 
tightening, you will want to make sure the handle is centered in 

the pocket as well as level to the door.  The photos show 
approximately where the handle should sit and where the studs 

will end up in relation to the mounting holes. Once you are satisfied with the placement of the handle, snug up the nuts and re-attach the rod to 
the handle by slipping it into the plastic clip and snapping the retainer back over the rod.  You will notice that you have to push the rod downward 
slightly in order to slip it into the handle arm.  This is what pre-loads the handle to keep it from rattling. 

Once the rod it attached and the handle assembly is tight, check for proper operation.  Close the door fully and actuate the handle to see if the 
door opens. Note: Be sure you have an alternate way to get into the car in case the handle does not fully release the door on the first attempt.    
Be careful as you lift the handle all the way up to unlatch the door.  If the handle is too high in the pocket it could rub the paint when operating.  
The clearance in this area is very tight.  If the handle fails to unlatch the door, you will need to move the handle down in the pocket to make the 
rod travel down further.  If the door opens, then the next test you need to perform is to lock/unlock the door.  Close the door, lock it with either 
the key or the slider rod (interior of car).  Cycle the lock so it locks and unlocks the door.  Now try and open the door.  If the door won’t open, the 
handle needs to move up a small amount in the pocket.  In order to make a flush fit door handle, I had to move the hinge point inwards which 
reduces the available travel of the handle.  The factory handles have a lot more travel because the hinge point is actually out away from the door 

skin.  There should be enough adjustment in the handle placement to make it work as intended. In 
some cases where you run out of adjustment, it may be necessary modify the bend in the rod that 
attaches the handle to the door latch mechanism.  It is not uncommon for the bend in the actuator 
rod to have slightly deformed over the years.  If you cannot get the handle to both unlatch the door 
and/or open the door after a locking/unlocking sequence, contact me and I can help guide you to a 
resolution.   

If you purchased a bare set of handles and are ready to finish them, you should disassemble the 
handle first.  Simply drive out the stainless hinge pin using a 1/8” pin punch in the direction shown in 
the pic to the left.  The pin must come out towards the handle arm mounting boss as seen below.  The 
hinge pin is swaged on one end so it will only come out one way. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at hoffmanjc01@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

 


